SHRINER BUILDING
54-56 EAST MAIN STREET

Facing north onto East Main Street (St. Route 32), the Shriner
Building consists of two approximately identical sections built a half-
century apart. The older, western section was built about 1875 as a
residence for the Gilbert family. (There is much structural evidence
in the basement that suggests that the 1875 building was erected on
top of a much older structure.) The building had a variety of owners
and was once ovned by the Taylor Motor Company, which may have built
the large garage section to the rear, and possibly the eastern half of
the Main Street facade. As it now stands, with its hurly-burly of
towers and gables, the Shriner Building is a fine, middle-Maryland
interpretation, done in white brick and white shingles, of a Cotswold
stone town row. One can almost hear the sheep.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Facing north on East “ain Street (S+. Route 32) in Westminster,
"The Shriner Building" consists of two, approximatelv-identical sections
built a half-century aoart. The building sits on low fieldstone founda-
tions, and produces a mirror-image effect, with a wide through-alley acting
as the "mirror".

A photograoh taken on July 4, c. 1990, shows +the older, western
half of the building when it was still used as a private residence. At
that time, the house was 2f stories tall, and 7 bays wide. Cividing the
"Shriner Buildinginto halfs is, apparently, a qenerations-old oractice,
as the 900 rhotograph shows a bulgy building divided in half by a set
of enriched double doors on the ground floor (above 3 stone steps), a 3-
sided oriel window on the second floor, and a broad, pedimented dormer
in the roof. The first and second stories of the original section are,
approximately, identical, being 3 bays wide. Two-thirds of each side
consist of a two-bay projection. All windows in the white, alazed,
stretcher bond brick facade are double-hung sash (with one over one panes),
and 4 course gauged flat arches. |f the ground and second stories are
remarkably similar in appearance, the attic story explodes in a mele of
shifting planes, caused by gables of different sizes, chimneys, and towers
The eastern section of the oriaginal building has its 2-bay projection en-
tirely topped by a pedimented gable which is pierced by 3, one-over-one
windows (the upoer pane of which consists of a central pane surrounded
by smaller panes, all of colored aglass). The section of the gable below
the top of these windows is slightly recessed - the unrecessed section is
supported by 4 small brackets. The aable is covered, except for the win-
dow, by white imbricated shingles. To the west, is a small, one-bay
dormer window. The dormer has a single one-over-one window flanked by
unfluted pilasters, and surrounded by a pedimented roof. (This |like all
other windows in the attic story, has its upper sash consisting of a
central large pane surrounded by several smaller panes - all in stained
glass.) To the extreme west, there is a 4-sided square tower, defined
by the 2 planes which make up the north and west walls of the entire
building, and having its dimension defined by the distance hefween the
intersection of these two planes and the western edge of the western win-
dow, in the western projecting sectlon. The "third story" of the tower
is covered with white imbricated shingles, except in the center of its
north face which has 3, slit-like |/l windows. The roof of the tower hasg
2 different slopes - at first, all 4 sides slope upwards gradually, and
they quickly become steeper, thus adding to the roof's eventual height,
which gives great interest fo the building's skyline. (Interestingly,
this use of 2 different roof pitches was, originally, echoed in the roof
of the entire building, as the old photograph reveals.) Both the roof of
the tower, and the roof of the rest of the building are sheathed in slate
shingles. Rising at the center of the entire building is a broad gable

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"The Shriner Building" stands out in Westminster, as it would
in practically any locality. The house that Gilbert had designed for
himself (the western half of the existing building) set the tone which
iater additions have followed: a chateau-like structure with icy-white,
smooth walls on the first and second stories, and, as an interesting
contrast, a spiky, vertically-exciting roof |line composed of different
size gables, turrets and chimneys. The entire building was (and generally
still is) carried out in a fine Elsie deWolfe black and white motif. The
scheme is given some chromatic excitement by the use of stained glass
in the dormers and tower; more recent splashes of color result from the
modern and commercial sign of the first floor.

For all these virtues {(chromatic simplicity in the colorful
business district, involved roof lines, etc.), the building is most
effective when viewed in conjunction with St John's Roman Catholic Church.
The spire of the church, when glimpsed from the northeast through the
gables of the "Shriner Building", presents a vista that would not be out
of place in the west of England. (Of course, it would be even better if
the Shriner Building were made of Cotswold stone.) MNow that the church
is doomed, one wonders about the future effectiveness of Gilbert House
and its later addition. I+ seems likely that Gilbert's architect buijlt
mindful of the effect the house would make when visually combined with
the church (he'd have been a fool not to): now one wonders what impression
the "Shriner Building" will make on the future de-Gothicized Main Street.

The 13,420 square feet that comprise the existing lot consist
of several different parcels of land acquired by various owners at various
times. On January 92, 1855, Jacob Mathias and wife sold a 110" x 198!
parcel to Annie E. Diller, at a cost of $50 paid to Mathias each year for
his natural life (Carroll County Deed Book 24, Page 126). Diller sold
the same lot to Joshua J. Short on April 8, 1872 for $3800 (41/211). Cer-
tain (rather difficult to locate) off conveyances were made by Short, but
he sold the lot, calling it all of 41/211, and 43/533 on April |, 1878
to Edward V. Short, for $200C (49/319). On May 24, 1892 (75/141) a con-
firmatory deed between the Shorts was made; the deed was intended (to
clarify) 49/319, and it excepts 43/533 from the lot. This was done

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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‘ Consisting of 2 lots separated by a |0 foot alley containina,

in aggregate, 13,420 square feet, and fronting 78 feet on the south

side of East ilain Street, and bordered by that street, by Saint John's
Roman Catholic Church lot, by the Catholic Cemetery, and by the Westminster
Fire Company.
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identical in size and ftreatment to that found over the eastern nrojection,
Originally, a broad chimney rested a few feet in from the building's east-
ern wall - the chimnev is corbel-caoped, and might be described as having

a Queen Anne design, in that it, |like the house (not to imply that the

house could be classed as Jueen Anne), consists of advancing and receding
nlanes, and corbelling. Eaves treatment is fairly restrained throughout

the entire building - a two-part entablature runs the entire distance, over
gatles and oriels); smaller versions of this, bcund the insides of the pedi-
ments and the top cof the tower.

When the new section was built its designer clearly intended to
duplicate, but reversely, the existing, already-described building. He
succeeded to a large extent; an assessment of the degree of his success
would have to include the near-incredulous reactions of local citizens
when they are told that the building is not, in fact, all-of-a-piece. The
mair, perhaps the onlv, difference between the two sections is that the
newer section is slightly narrower - this is the result of omitting the
central door and oriel found on the western section. The eastern section's
ground flocr, located behind much building activity, censists of modern
slass and aluminum store fronts, as cdoes the eastern half of the original
secticn's ground floor today. The building was owned by the Taylor “otor
company for a few years; it was perhaps that organization that installed
the broad opening that now fills the ground floor of the western section
of the addition. This broad door gives access through the building to the
larce, one-room, brick-walled space that covers the rear of the ocroperty.
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apparently, to satisfy the new purchaser of the lot, Oscar D, Gilbert who
paid Short $57°N0 for the property on July 15, 1892 (75/14€). Gilbert also
boucht a strio of land 55' x 23' from the Archbishop of Baltimore, James
Gibbon., Peference in this deed is made to the dwelling house of the late
Joshua Short (apparently Short built his building on 23' of the Church prop-
erty, an oversight which the Archbishcop and Gilbert wished to correct).
Gilbert, who owned the building when the rather festive picture was taken,
kept title until July |, 1924 when he and his wife, Julia, sold the land

to Anna Reese Boyd (144/228); the metes and bounds description in this
deed is identical to the one most recently used, and refers to the lot

as cortaining 13,424 square feet, saying that |t is the same as was sold

in 75/144, and 75/146. s, Bovyd sold the lot to John Eubank Hart on Dec.
22, 1226 (148/25%), who sold to the Taylor Mofor Company on February 18,
1222 (152/187). One might assume that it was the 'totor Company which built
the brick extension to the south, perhaps as a shop area. The motor company
didn't weather the Depression very well, as it defaulted on a $22,770 note
and a trustee, A. Carl Shipley, sold the pronerty back to ''s. 3oyd on Jan.
26, 1932 (153/291). La Boyd apparently married a “r. Simpson, as /Anna Bovyd
Simpson and G. Yorgan Simpson sold the lot to George W. Shriner and wife,
Hazel, on January 4, 1947 (193/130); "rs. Shriner sold the building to its
presert owners on January 31, 1974, in deed ES8f/74C.
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